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Assessment development in past and present practices have generally focused on task
development of random texts or passages for listening and reading assessments respectively. Test
takers as a result are taken from random topic to topic and random task to task for their
performance which determines their proficiency level. This practice has been shown to have low
situational and interactional authenticity (see Bachman and Palmer, 2010, for definitions and
analysis). To remedy this situation, Purpura (2019) and others proposed a scenario-based
language assessment (SBLA) as an example of a Learning-Oriented Assessment (LOA)
framework. SBLA has been defined by Purpura (2019) as an “internally consistent set of
naturally occurring, imagined scenes or events in which characters carry out actions and interact
with each other until they bring the overarching scenario goal to conclusion.”

In operational practice, SBLA could be a digitally delivered assessment technique that
utilizes scenarios to provide test takers with a purposeful, real-life-like situations in which they
are expected to act as a participant to achieve an overarching goal with their imaginary team,
until the goal of the scenario is fulfilled. Purpura (2023) listed eight interrelated, yet independent,
dimensions, the LOA framework addresses. These include the (1) the Contextual dimension, (2)
the proficiency dimension, (3) the elicitation dimension, (4) the socio-cognitive dimension, (5)
the instructional dimension, (6) the social-interaction dimension, (7) the affective dimension, and
(8) the technology dimension.

In this talk and discussion, I will present how a SBLA was conceptualized for a
university admission and placement in an ESL program, how it was operationalized and
delivered online, how tasks were selected and presented, how they were scored and how
feedback was provided. The published journal article describing the various aspects of this
SBLA is available in Language Assessment Quarterly (in Kunnan, et al., 2022).
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